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Special points of inter-
est:

* Chver 160 parhamentanans
are registered o ateend
COPAC,

Clver GUbcounemes trom all
comers of the wotld are
representecd at GOPAL,

¢ The Canadian Inrerna-
tonal Develapment

Apendy (CIDAY the Puarki-

ment of Canada and the
World Bank [nsomte have
all generoushy assisted

the GOPAL contétence

Ottawa, 14 October 2002

GOPAC WELCOMES THE WORLD!

OVER 160 PARLIAMENTARIANS MEET IN OTTAWA

After many months of
preparation and  plan
ning, the lraugural Con-
fersnce of the Global
Organization of Parlia-
mentarians Against Cor-
ruption (GOPAC) started
with a bang last night at
an gpening night recep-
tion at the Ottawa Mar-
riot,

The Interim  Chair of
GORAC, John Williams
(Canada) welcomed the
delegates at a reception
held at the Ottawa Mar
riott hotel last night,

Joha Willams, M.P. (Canada) and the Hon, David Kilgows, PO, MP.
speaking at the openmg receprion for GOPAC

"It is my pleasure to weal-
come so many dele-
gates from around the
world to the inaugural
conference of GOPAC,”
said Willlams,  “While
we have a lot of work to

do this week, tonight is
an opportunity to meet
and get to know each
other."

people, including a num-
ber of ambassadors and
staff from wvarious em
bassiss, in addition to
the GOFAC delegates
The reception was well and observers,
attended by owver 200

KILGOUR:
OF

“WE ARE WITNESSING THE BIRTH
X VERY PROMISING ORGANIZATION.?

The Hon, David Kilgour,
Canadian Secretary of
State for Asia Pacific,
spoke on the need for par
liamentarians to come 1o-
dether to fight corruption
and put principles first.

Af the opening night recep-
tion last evening at the Ot
Lawa Marriott, Kilgour wel-
comed the delegates to
Otrawa and encouraged
ther in their wark.

“Thi opposite of weakness
is strength,” said Kilgour,
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“That is what you're showing here today - strength in
numbers,; strength across borders, strength In your com-
mitment to fight corruption araund the world.”

Kilgour also emphasized the need for parlamentarians
te rebuild the public's faith in thewr elected officials,
"Whether vou're. from Africa, Asia, Amerncas or
Europe, you're here because you share a belief that, as
publlic ‘office holders, we have to be beyond reproach,”
said Kilgour, "We have to instil confidence in some very
disillusioned publics; we need earn their trust and re-
bunld their faith.”

the

Kilgour concluded by saying, “| hope that, as you turn
your minds te developing the priorities and mandate of
this new organization over the nest few days, you can
draw inspiration from what we hope to achieve - a warld
in'which corruption and conflict are replaced by honesty
and peace,”

The Hon, Cavid Kilgour,
P.C. M.P.
Canadian Sec. of State for
Asia-Pacific

[LAST NIGHT’S RECEPTION...
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The Giobal Qrganization of Parliamentarians Against Corruption (GOPAC) aims to
build an international network of parliamentarians organized on a regional basis to
fight corruption and promote good governance. GOPAC will serve as a global point
of contact, connecting and supporting the work of regional groups of parliamentari-

ans promoting good governance and fighting corruption.




